“Schools are like shoes, find the one that fits you”

“Before anything else, preparation is the key to success.” – Alexander Graham Bell. 

Hello, my name is Jeremiah Powless and I am one of the Higher Education Advisors and I have been working in this department for almost three (3) years. I received my Bachelors Degree in Speech Communication from the University Utah.

The previous article talked about Career Exploration. Now that you may have a career in mind, my article will lead you into the process of selecting the right school for you.

What school is right for me?

I have a saying “Schools are like shoes, find the one that fits you.” Unfortunately, we won’t be able to go by our foot size to find the right school. Hopefully with some of the suggestions and tips I will discuss, they will assist you in finding the right school. Regardless if you are a traditional (high school) student or a returning adult student, to understand what school might be best for you, you need to understand the different kinds of school and what they offer. Here are some examples of different schools: Colleges, Universities, Community Colleges and Technical Colleges. 

Below are some easy steps that anyone can do to learn more about a school(s) you are interested in attending:

· Web Searches – Use your favorite search engine (Google, Firefox, MSN etc.) to research information about schools you are interested in.  Topics you may want to research about schools are: cost of attendance, admission requirements, and application deadlines for starters.

· College visits – Almost all schools allow you to schedule a campus informational visit that allows you to see what the school(s) you are interested in can offer you. College visits are a great way to learn about student services and resources that each school has to offer. Many colleges have specific dates that you can register college visits. Ideally, High School students should schedule this visit with their parent/guardian. College visits are also a great opportunity to ask current students about their experience attending that college/university.  Below is a link to a list of other questions that you may want to ask during a college visit: http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-college-solution/2010/10/19/36-questions-to-ask-on-a-college-visit
· High School and Adult College fairs – The Higher Education Dept. annually hosts two (2) college fairs; one (1) for High School student and the other for returning adult students. Approximately 40 colleges and universities attend each year. This event is a great opportunity for students to “one-stop-shop” many schools in one (1) day. Other benefits of attending are: meeting college recruiters face to face, getting answers to last minute questions and picking up brochures, applications, and financial aid pamphlets. 

What can I do right now? 
· Set Goals – The sooner you set some goals the better. Setting goals is a great way to look at the BIG picture and what steps you need to take to achieve your goals. Some goal examples would be: finish college in four (4) years, maintain a 3.50 GPA, schedule three (3) hours of study time outside of class, create a five (5) year plan, etc. A great website to visit to help set some goals would be http://www.knowhow2go.org/
· Hit the books – Push yourself to do your best academically each high school term/year.  College requirements are continually rising and the better you prepare, the better you will be. For example, many four year Universities REQUIRE four (4) years of English, three (3) years of Science, Three (3) years of Math, Three (3) years of Social Studies, 3 years of Science(units that must be lab) and 2 years of a Foreign Language. One tool that can help you track where you stand with colleges admissions requirements is: http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/academictracker/servlet/ACTServlet
Technical and Colleges with two (2) year programs may require a placement test for acceptance if you have been out of school awhile and are a returning adult student. This test is designed to get an idea of where your skill set is, which helps in determining what classes you can start with. 

· Get Involved – GET OUT THERE!!! Extracurricular activities are a great way to develop strong communication skills and make new friends. Being able to talk with someone that you just met and being able to hold a conversation is a great tool that you can use at college as well as in your future career. Volunteering at different events, clubs or organizations is also a great way to network at build your communication skills; plus many high schools require volunteering as a part for graduation

· Plan Accordingly - Nobody knows you better than yourself… and the better you address potential roadblocks to your own success the better.  For example, if you are having trouble in or with certain subjects (English, Math, Science, etc), get help. Being able to ask for help throughout the term will help you a lot better than asking for help the week of finals. 

Adult students with families should plan in advance for things that could prohibit them from attending class; such as, childcare, doctor appointments, work schedules and even transportation issues. If you are currently working and wanting to attend school at the same time, consider the amount of credits you will be taking. Don’t let schools talk you in to taking more classes then you can handle. A website adult students can utilize in there planning is http://www.collegeforadults.org/studentcenter/index.html 

· It’s all in the Details - knowing the terms and requirements of the Oneida Grant are key to successfully planning your college career. The higher Education grant consists of a funding tiered system per degree as well as a set amount of funding terms per degree. To learn more about these and other important details visit our website at www.oneidanation.org/highered . 

Get to know Oneida Higher Ed. Dept. Staff  

· Set up an appointment – Feel free to set up an appointment with a Higher Ed. Advisor; our office is located on the North end of the Norbert Hill Center. Appointments are a great way to meet the Higher Education Staff and to get answers to questions about school, Oneida Grant, etc.  

· High School visits – Each year Higher Education Advisors schedule visits at area high schools (Tribal School & Green Bay District - Only). Each grade level (freshman, sophomore, etc.) have assigned visits. Topics of discussion can vary but are designed to inform high school students of different topics that may assist them with their college preparation (Higher Ed. Grant, college fairs, college requirements, Career Exploration etc.). 

· Communication is key…. – If you have questions regarding our services/resources, we encourage you to call us at (920) 869-4033(Monday thru Friday 8am to 4:30 pm) or email us at highered@oneidanation.org
Thank you for reading my article and I hope this article provided useful information that may help you start preparing for your educational endeavors. Please look forward to the third article of this series next month from our Senior Advisor, Misty Herzog. I will leave you with a quote from the famous Vince Lombardi, 

“Dictionary is the only place that success comes before work. Hard work is the price we must pay for success. I think you can accomplish anything if you’re willing to pay the price.” 

