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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ONEIDA TRIBE
OF. INDIANS OF WISCONSIN

We, the peaple of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, grate-
£ to Almighty God for his fostering care, in order to reestablish our
tribal orzanization, to conserve and develop our conumon resources
and to promote the welfare of ourselves and our descendants, do heve-
by ordain and establish this Censtitution.

Armicre I—TEREITORY

The jurisdiction of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall estend to
the territory within the present confines of the Oneidn Reservation
and to snch other lands as may be hereafter added thereto within or
without said boundary lines under any Jaw of the United States,
except as otherwise provided by law, ~

ArricLe ITI—Meypensrap

Srcrion 1. The membership of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall
consiat of:

{a) All persons of Indinn blood whose names appear on the official
annuity roh of the Tribe ns of October 7, 1935.

(p) Any descendant of 2 member of the Tribe who i3 of at least
one-guarter Indian blood, provided such member is o resident of the
Reservation at the time of the birth of the said descendant.

Spe, 2. The General Tribal Council shall have the power to pro-
mulgate ordinances subject to review by the Secvetary of the Interior
covering future membership and the adoption of new members.

Arrrcin IIT—Govenxixe Bopx

Secmox 1. The governing body of the Oneida Tribe of Wiscopsin
shiall be the General Tribal Counci! which shall be composed of all
the qualified veters of the Oneida Reservation. :

Skc. 2. All enrolled members of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin
‘who are twentv-one years of age ot over, and who have maintained
continuous residence on the Oneida Reservation of not less than
thirty (30) days, immediately preceding an election, shall be qualified
yoters, provided they shall present themselves In person at the polls
on the c{ny of elaction.

SEc. 3. The General Tribal Council shall elect from its own mem-
bers by secret ballet (z) a chairman; (D) a vice-chairman; (e) 2
secrelary; ﬁrl) a treasurer; (¢) and such other officers and commniitees
a5 thay be cleenied necessary,

‘ Sre. 4. The General Tribal Comneil shall meef on the first Mondsy
"L of Jonunry and July. Within thirty days after the ratification an
gpproval of this Constitution and By-laws, a General Tribal Council
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shall be called by the present Tribal Council for the purpose of
electing the officers named herein, and it shall transact such other
business as mnay be necessary. The officers elected at this meeting
shall serve until the July meeting at which time their siccessors
shall be chosen. Thereafter, officials shall be chosen at the July
meeting. The chaitman, or twenty-five (25) per cent of the qualified
voters, may by written notice, cull special meetings of the General
Tribal Council. ' T

One-third (14) of the qualified voters of the Tribe shall constitute
o quorum at any special or regular neeting.

Sec. §. There s}mll be an executive committee, consisting of the
chairman, vice-chajrman. seevetary, and treasuwver of the General
Tyibal Council, which shall perfornt such duties as may he authorized
by that Council. )

Aprters IV—Powens oF T GEXERAL TRIBAL Corxcin

Seertox 1. Ennmerated Powers—The General Tribal Couneil of
the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin shall exercise the following powers,
snbject to auy limitations imposed by the statutes or the Constitution
of the United States: _

() To negotinte with the F. adleral, State, and loeal governments.

(5} To employ legnl counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of
fees to be subject to the approvel of the Secvetary ot the Interior.

{¢) To veto auy_sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal
lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets of the tribe.

(2) To advise with the Secvetary of the Interior with regavcd to all
appropriation estimates ov Federal projects for the benefit of the
Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin prier to the snbmission of stich estimates
to the Burean of the Budget and to Congress.

¢) To manage all economic affairs andl enterprises of the Oneids
Tribe of Wisconsin in accordance with the ternis of a Charter that
may be issued to the tribe by the Secvetary of the Interior. )

() To promulgate and onforce ovdinances, which shall be subject

to review by the Secvetary of the Interior, governing the conduet of
members of the Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin, providing for the manner
of making, helding, and revoking assignments of tribal land or
interests therein, providing for the levying of taxes and the appro-
priation of available iribal funds for public purposes, providing for
the licensing of non-members coming uFon the Teservation for pur-
poscs of hunting, fishing, trading, or other business, and for the ex-
clusion from the territory of the tribe of persons not so Jicensed and
astablishing proper ngencies for Jaw enforcement upon the Oneida
Reservation. o )

{g) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes
and to delegnte to such organizations, or to 4y subordinate boards
or oficials of the tribe, any of the foregolng poTwers, reserving tha
right to review any action taken by virtue of such c'lelleg:\ted power.

%) To adopt resolntions not inconsistent with this Conshitntion
and the nttached By-laws, regulating the procedure of the Coun-
Al iteelf and of other tribal agencies, tribal officials, or friba

organizations of the Oneida Reservation.

v
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Skc. 2, Future Poiwers—The General Tribal Council may exercise
such further powers as may in the future be delegated to the Council
by the Becretary of the Tuterior or any other dualy anthorized official
or agency of the State or Federal Government.

Sec. 3. Reserved Powers—Any rights and powers hevetofors
vested in the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin but not expressly
referred to in this Constitution shall not be abridged by this Axticle,
but may be exercised by the people of the Oneida Tribe of Wiscon-
sin through the adoption of appropriate By-laws mnd constitutional
amencments,

-~

Sze. 4. Monner of Review~—Any resolution or ordinance which

by the terms of this Constitution is anbject to review by the Secre-
tary of the Interior, shall be presented to tlie Superintendent of the
Reservation, who shall, wit%ﬂn ten days thereafter, approve or
disupprove the same.

If the Superintendent shall approve any ovdinance or resolution,
it shall thercupon become effective, but the Superinfendent shall
transmit a copy of the same, bearing his endorsement, to the Sec-
retary of the interior, who may, within 90 days from the date of
enactment, reseind the said orci}imnes or resolution for any cause,
by notifying the Tribal Council of such decigion.

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or
resolution submitted to him, within ten davs after its enactment,
he shall advise the Council of his reasons thevefor. If these reasons
appear to the Council insuflicient, it may, by a majority vote, refer
the ordinance or resolution to the Secretarv of tIlie Interior, who
may, within 90 days from the date of ifs enactment, approve the
same in writing, whereupon the snid ordinance or reselution shall
becomne effective.

ArtIcLE V—AExDIreNTs

This Constitution and By-laws may be amended by a majority

vote of the qualified voters of the Tribe voting at an election called

for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at
lenst thirty 830) per cent of those entitled to vots shall vote in such
election; but no amendinent shall hecome effective wntil it shall have
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

It sf‘mll be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an
election on any proposed amendment upon rveceipt of a petition

:signed by one-third (14) of the qualified voters of the Tribe.

BY-LAWS OF THE OXNEIDA TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN
Articie I—-DuTIEs oF OrrIicERs

Secrron 1. Chairmon of Courcil~—The Chaivman of the Comneil
shall preside over all meetings of the Couneil, shall perforin the nsun]
duties of a Chairman, and exercise any authority delegated to him
by the Conneil.  He shall vote only in the case of a tic.

“Sre. 2. Vice-Chairman of the Council—The Viee-Chairman shall
assist the Chairman when called upon to do so and in the absence of
the Chairman. he shall preside. When so presiding, he shall have il
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the rights, privileges and duties as well as the responsibilities of the
Chairman.

Suc., % Secretary of the Comneil—The Secretary of the Tribal
Conneil shall conduct all tribal correspondence and shall keep an
securate record ol all matlers gransacted ot Council meetings. It
shall be hia duty to submit promptly to the Supetintendent of the
jurisdiction, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. copies of al
ninutes of regular and speciad meetings of the Tribal Cotnell.

Sgc. 4. Treasurer of Couneil—The Treasurer of the Tribal Coun-
¢il shall accept, receive, receipt for, preserve and gafecuard all funds
in the custody of the (.‘-mmcill, whether they be tribal funds or special
funds for which the /Council is acting as trustee or engtodian. e
eliall deposit all frnds in such depository as the Council shail direct
and shall make aud preserve a Faithinl record of such funds and
ghall report on all receipts and expendifnres and (he amount an
nature of wll funds in his possession andl cngtody, at each reguiar
meeting of the General Tribal Council, and at such other times as
requested by the Couneil or the exccutive commitice

e shall not pay out ox otherwise disburse any fands in his posses:
sion or custody, exeept in accordanee with a resolution duly passed
by the Counell. '

The Treasurer shall be required to mive a bond satisfactory to the
Council and to the Commissioner of Indian Affalrs.

Swe. b Appointive Officars—The duties of ull appointive boards
or oflicers of the Corammnity shall be clearly defined by regolutions
of the Council at the time of their croation or appeintment. Such
boards and officers shnll report, from time ta time as required, to
e Council, nund their aclivities and decisions shall be subject to
veview by the Council npon the perition of any person aggrieved.

Agerren JI—RATIFICATION OF CoxsTIrTrIoN AXD DRy-nAwg

This Constitution and these By-laws, when adoptad by 2 majority
vote of the voters of the Oneida Fribe of Tndians of Wisconsin voting
ut o special election cnlled by the Sccretaty of the Iaterior, in which
at least R0 per cent of those entitled to vote ghall vote, shall be sub-
mitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his approval, and shall be
offoctive from the date of such approvel.

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION
Pursuant to an ovder, approved October 14, 1986, by the Secretary’

of the Interior, the attnched Constitution and By-laws were submitted
for ratification to the membors of the Oneida Indian Tribe of the
916, duly adopted

Oncida Regervation and were ol November 14, 1 .
by a vote of 790 for and 16 against, in am election in which over 30
per cent of these entitled to vote cast their ballots, 1n accordance
¥ ith section 16 of the Indiav Renrgauization Act of June 18, 1934
(43 Stak. 984), a8 amended by the Act of June 15, 1033 (49 Stat. 378)..
Mognrs WITEELOCK,
Chairman of Flection Board.
Kt CoRNELTUB,
Secretary of Election Board.

TFpaxk CrinlsTy, Supearintendent.,
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1, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the United
States of America, by virtue of the anthority granted me by the act
of June 18, 1084 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, do_hereby approve the .
atiached Constitution and By-aws of the Oneida Tribe of Indians
of Wisconsin.

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Tnterior
Department or by the Office of Indian Affairs, so {ar as they may be
incompatible with any of the provisions of the said Constitution and
By-laws ave hereby declared inapplienble to the Oneida Trive of
Indians of Wisconsin.

ATl officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered
to abide by the provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws.

Approval recormmended December 16, 1936.

WirLiam ZIMMERMAN, JT.,
Acting Commissioner of Indian Ajfairs.
Hazrorp L. IcxEs,
Secretary a{ the Interior.
SEAL]
Wasmrxeron, D. C., December 21, 1936.
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